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1I was really excited when we chose this series for this 
fall—our take on This is Your Life. During the early 
days of TV, it was a popular reality show, in which the 
host would surprise famous people in unlikely places, and 
then take them through a retrospective of their lives in front 
of an audience, including special appearances by colleagues, 
friends and family.
Since it aired more than 50 years ago, I thought it’d be helpful 
to actually watch an episode. So I went to “the YouTube” as 
my colleagues like to say, to see if I could find a clip of This 
is Your Life. Lo and behold there it was—a show from 1971—
and the guests of honor…Karen and Richard Carpenter…I 
loved the Carpenters. I had their 33 1/3 LP’s and listened to 
them until they were too scratched to listen to. With Karen’s 
smooth contralto vocals and Richard’s skills at composition, 
they put words to music that spoke to a generation.
Ralph Edwards, host of This is Your Life, surprised Karen and 
Richard with people from their past. They each spoke from 
backstage, sharing a memory then revealing their identity as 
they came out from behind the curtain for a reunion of cheers, 
handshakes and hugs as they reminisced and celebrated the 
life and accomplishments of this young brother/sister duo. 
Until it was all said and done, there were 12 people—includ-
ing their first piano teacher, their high school band director, a 
manager, a radio personality, and yes, even mom and dad—
folks who had been intimately involved with the Carpenters 
at some point on their journey, who had helped them to 
superstar-dom.
As I thought about who would be an interesting Bible charac-
ter to take a look, retrospectively at his or her life, I thought of 
Rahab, a superstar in her own right.
Rahab the Prostitute, this is your life! More about the prosti-
tute part in a moment.
Rahab appears only three times in the New Testament—she’s 
on three lists—three very significant lists. For women to be 



2 named at all was virtually unheard of, so we can see 
how truly noteworthy her inclusion was.

• In the opening chapter of Matthew, Rahab appears 
in the genealogy of Jesus…this genealogy had a very 
special meaning to the Jews of that day, who had 
been waiting a long time for the Messiah to appear, 
who was to be a direct descendent of King David, ful-
filling the Old Testament prophecies about the messi-
ah’s lineage. And here in the middle of the genealogy 
of Jesus, is Rahab…one of only five women to appear 
at all on The List.

• In Hebrews 11, she is included in the “Faith Hall of 
Fame.” In verse 31 we read By faith Rahab the prostitute 
did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she 
had received the spies in peace. Joshua himself, the lead-
er of the Israelites, didn’t even make the list!

• And in James 2, Rahab is commended for her actions. 
In verse 25, we read Likewise, was not Rahab the pros-
titute also justified by works when she welcomed the mes-
sengers and sent them out by another road? For just as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
also dead. She is remembered for both faith AND ac-
tions—a complete integration, a wholesome embodi-
ment, of a deeply rooted faith.

So…what is the story of Rahab, this prostitute who lived in 
Jericho? Found in the book of Joshua, it is really the story of 
her father’s house and her family’s survival that seems to rest 
on her shoulders. As many have surmised over the centuries, 
she may have chosen the livelihood of a prostitute, as one com-
mentary called her “Madame Rahab.” Or some commentaries 
have suggested that she was an innkeeper—there’s only one 
letter difference in the original language between the word 
for prostitute and the word for innkeeper, so it might have 
been lost in translation. Or perhaps it was poverty that forced 
her into prostitution. She may have been used and abused, a 



3victim in a society rampant with injustices. We don’t 
really know exactly her situation. What we do know is 
that Rahab was on the margins of society. In fact, in her 
living on the city wall, she lived on the very boundary of the 
inside and the outside.
Rahab, like the rest of Jericho, had heard about the Israelites. 
Their reputation had preceded them. And she had been 
touched by the reports of this God of the Israelites.
Enter in the spies, sent ahead by Joshua to check it out. In an 
effort to avoid undue attention at the city gate as they left, 
and to prevent being caught by the authorities, they sought 
refuge in Rahab’s house, where it was commonplace for men 
to come and go. On her roof she hid them among flax stalks, 
until it was safe for them to report back to Joshua. In return 
for her saving their lives, they promised to save Rahab and 
her family when they returned to destroy Jericho.

Joshua 2.8–14
Before they (the spies) went to sleep, she (Rahab) came up to them 
on the roof and said to the men: “I know that the Lord has given you 
the land, and that dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the in-
habitants of the land melt in fear before you. For we have heard how 
the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came 
out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites 
that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly 
destroyed. As soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was 
no courage left in any of us because of you. The Lord your God is 
indeed God in heaven above and on earth below. Now then, 
since I have dealt kindly with you, swear to me by the Lord that you 
in turn will deal kindly with my family. Give me a sign of good faith 
that you will spare my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, 
and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.” The 
men said to her, “Our life for yours! If you do not tell this business 
of ours, then we will deal kindly and faithfully with you when the 
Lord gives us the land.”



4 Willing to risk it all, Rahab must also have been very 
courageous in order to protect these enemy spies 
whom she believed to be on a godly mission, and then 

to strike a deal with them. She was committing treason…to 
hide these foreigners on her roof when the king’s men were 
pounding on her door, and then to send the pursuers packing 
in the wrong direction, was a daring act, to say the least. And 
imagine…the anxiety when the Israelites marched around that 
city and the walls began to shake and crumble. All the while, 
Rahab and her clan remained inside their home, perched atop 
the swaying walls. Even the most robust of the Canaanites 
were running for dear life, but Rahab courageously remained 
and trusted in God until the spies returned and led her and 
her family outside the city to safety.
Rahab’s days as a prostitute were over. According to the 
genealogy in Matthew, she became the wife of Prince Salmon, 
who might even have been one of the spies who appealed 
to her for aid. She became the mother of Boaz, who married 
Ruth, and their son Obed bore Jesse, the father of King David, 
through whose line is traced Jesus the Messiah.
Rahab the Prostitute, this is your life. And what a life it was. 
What an inspiration is this woman, who rose above her cir-
cumstances in life, whether of her own choosing or the lot she 
was cast, or both, who took control of the situations before her 
and grew to be a woman of deep faith and great courage who 
made a difference in the world.
We all have things in our past—poor choices and decisions 
that we’ve made, times we’ve messed up, times we regret, 
unfortunate events that have left us wounded, disappointed 
and lost. Rahab did not let her past define her and we do not 
need to be defined by our past. When we get to the end of our 
rope, when we are feeling stuck, or discouraged, or ashamed, 
or hopeless, we have one another to help each other up, to 
lean on, to love, and to help carry the load. And…we have 
a God of new beginnings, a God who makes all things new, 
as the choir sang, a God who helps us to rise above our cir-
cumstances. Today is a new day. And we are inspired by the 



5deep faith and great courage of Rahab the prostitute. 
She gives us much to think about!
And I’ve been thinking, too about The Carpenters.  
Because there’s a twist in their story, too. Just 12 years after 
the episode of This is Your Life was filmed, Karen died tragi-
cally at the age of 32 from heart failure, due to her struggle 
with anorexia nervosa. It was a shock to the world—a young 
talented life, with so much ahead of her…cut short.
There are no guarantees in life. None of us knows the num-
ber of our days left on this earth. Regardless of our age, our 
health, our circumstances, our lot in life, what we all have in 
common, is…that we have today.
And so we ask ourselves….

• Am I grounded in God? Am I living faithfully today…
right here and right now? Are we living faithfully? As 
we are reminded in scripture, yesterday is behind us, 
tomorrow will take care of itself. We have today.

• How might we, like Rahab the prostitute, deepen 
our faith? We, too, can claim with Rahab, The Lord 
our God is indeed God in heaven above and on earth 
below.

• What courageous acts is God calling us to, in this 
place and at this time?

These are our lives…and this is our life…together. We need 
one another—to encourage and help one another, that our 
faith might grow even deeper and our acts courageous.
We may not be hiding any spies on our rooftop, under flax 
stalks. Or are we?

• Serving with Children’s Disaster Services, minister-
ing to families in Florida in times of devastating crisis 
and loss…that looks like the courage of Rahab.

• Being a voice for and a support to those who are vul-
nerable – the displaced, immigrants, the homeless, 



6 even in our own community…that looks like the 
courage of Rahab.

• Serving as a bold minority voice, without apology, 
in our denomination and district…that looks like the 
courage of Rahab.

• Embarking on a capital campaign, which we ap-
proved just one week ago, to explore the possibility 
of an updated and expanded facility to carry our min-
istries and community service into the future…that 
looks like the courage of Rahab.

• To love even our enemies, speaking kindly and re-
spectfully with those with whom we fundamentally 
disagree…that looks like the courage of Rahab.

• Facing life’s most difficult moments, drawing strength 
and grace from sisters and brothers who will weep 
with us, pray with us and who love us…that looks 
like the courage of Rahab.

• Crying out for peace, in a culture of violence…that 
looks like the courage of Rahab.

We join voices with our sister, Rahab, the prostitute: as we 
proclaim: The Lord our God is indeed God in heaven above 
and on earth below.










