
 
 
 

Thoughts on praying for others, quoted from 
Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference?  by Philip Yancey 

 
 
“I once envisioned intercession as bringing requests to God that God may 
not have thought of, then talking God into granting them. Now I see 
intercession as an increase in my awareness. When I pray for another 
person, I am praying for God to open my eyes so that I can see that person 
as God does, and then enter into the stream of love that God already 
directs toward that person. Something happens when I pray for others in 
this way. Bringing them into God’s presence changes my attitude toward 
them and ultimately affects our relationship . . . In short, prayer allows 
me to see others as God sees them (and me): as uniquely flawed and 
uniquely gifted bearers of God’s image. I begin seeing them through Jesus’ 
eyes as beloved children whom the Father longs to embrace.”   
(Yancey, p. 303) 
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Philip Yancey’s website:  http://www.philipyancey.com/ 
 
Book available from Amazon:  
http://www.amazon.com/Prayer-Does-Make-Any-
Difference/dp/0310271053/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=12340952
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